
8 GOLD BOOK • September 14

BY LESLIE KLIPSCH

With kids throughout the Quad-Cities 

back in school this month, I have been 

in the mood for an academic setting. But 

besides going back to the classroom, where 

does one go to satisfy their bookish cravings? 

The answer, of course, is to the library. Even 

better? A library that offers coffee, pastries 

and butternut squash soup right on premises.

Dewey’s Copper Café, which is housed 

within the Moline Public Library and was 

named with a nod to the Dewey Decimal 

System and the copper (Cu) that accents the 

facility, opened in 2006 and has been happily 

serving patrons of the library ever since.

“In the library setting, you’re always 

dealing with nice people. You really never 

deal with people who have an unpleasant atti-

tude,” says 21-year-old college senior Atef 

Kotob, who managed the café this summer 

for his mother, Salma Arabi, who owns the 

shop. Ms. Arabi rents the bright, charming 

space from the city of Moline and in doing 

so is fulfilling a life-long dream of owning 

a business.

After nearly a decade in business, the 
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café is thriving. On a recent late afternoon 

visit, I observed a family of four, each thumb-

ing through a book and nibbling on a cookie; 

a college-age student eating lunch; a group of 

three 11-year-olds chatting quietly while sip-

ping on bottles of fruit-flavored IZZY; and a 

steady stream of adults holding a book in one 

hand and a refreshment in the other.

As often happens in mom-and-pop 

shops and in the world of food service, com-

munities form and develop over time. “I love 

the people,” said Mr. Kotob, who works in 

a research lab at The University of Illinois 

throughout the academic year.

“Just this morning no less than five 

customers have come in who know my name, 

know where I’m at in school, and know 

what my next step is. It’s like I have my own 

cheering squad — all because of this place,” 

he grins appreciatively.

This fall, Ms. Arabi will be back behind 

the counter serving fresh coffee and making 

spectacular sandwiches. Back in Champaign, 
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Are you reaching the 
Quad-Cities most 
affl  uent readers?

We’ll show you how.
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Mr. Kotob will resume work on his degree 

in mechanical engineering. He’ll study at the 

university library where he will find all the 

trappings of academia, “but,” he says wist-

fully, “no café.”

Family favorites
The menu at Dewey’s Copper Café was 

inspired by the offerings at Dewey’s Café 

at the Bettendorf Public Library (another 

delightful Q-C spot). However, the café in 

Moline offers a Mediterranean twist. “I love 

our hummus,” Mr. Kotob raves, explaining 

that the homemade hummus available at 

Dewey’s Copper Café is a riff on the hum-

mus that one might find in Syria, which, 

though he was born in the United States, is 

where his family is originally from. He also 

enjoys the baked goods that librarian Maribel 

Johnson labors over during early mornings 

at the café. He describes her toffee chocolate 

chip cookies as delicious and her homemade 

muffins as spectacular. Ms. Johnson bakes at 

the café before heading just steps away to her 

post as librarian.

My favorites
I’m a bit picky about my coffee and am 

thrilled to report that the coffee at Dewey’s 

Copper Café passes the test: It’s dark and 

robust. The cappuccino I enjoyed recently 

was nice and foamy with a fresh espresso 

aroma and flavor. And I agree with Mr. 

Kotob: the pita and hummus is fantastic. 

Admittedly, I would also gobble up the 

Greek salad or gourmet veggie sandwich on 

herb focaccia any day of the week. All this, 

plus a pleasant atmosphere, freshly baked 

sweets available daily, and access to thou-

sands of books just around the corner make 

Dewey’s Copper Café a terrific place to 

spend a few hours.

Leslie Klipsch
Atef Kotob, who 
managed the cafe 
this summer for 
owner Salma Arabi 
(also his mother).
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Has a friend or family member experienced a Long Term Care need?
Did it make you wonder how your family would cope in that situation?

Join us for a no-cost, no-obligation educational seminar and 
insurance sales presentation that will help you learn more about 

Long Term Care insurance and your choices.

LONG TERM CARE 
Is Your Family Protected?

This seminar will address many of the Long Term Care myths and help educate 
you about the costs, risks and options for protecting you and your family.

Ý Long Term Care costs
Ý Medicare and Medicaid coverage*
ÝTax Incentives**
Ý Education on benefit options
Ý Protection options

October 29 – 2 P.M.  
Moline Public Library 

3210 41st Street, Moline, IL

October 29 – 6 P.M. 
Rock Is. Co. Farm Bureau Bldg 

1601 52nd Street, Moline, IL

Long Term Care Seminar Dates & Times

 Steve Sim Wm. Bell Randy Rursch

*Not affiliated with or endorsed by the U.S. Government or the Federal Medical Program.
**COUNTRY Financial® and our financial representatives cannot give tax or legal advice. Any information we provide reflects our 

understanding of current tax laws. Tax laws are subject to change and reinterpretation. As always, we recommend you consult legal and 
tax counsel of your choice before making any decisions regarding your personal needs.

If you would like more information on long term care insurance from your state’s senior insurance counseling program please contact 
Illinois Department on Aging, One Natural Resources Way, Suite 100, Springfield, IL 62702-1271, (800) 252-8966 or (217) 785-3356.

Long Term Care insurance policies issued by COUNTRY Life Insurance Company®, Bloomington, IL.

0814-146 LTC 500, LTC 520, LTC 540

GUEST SPEAKER:
Rick Morgan – CLU®, ChFC®

(COUNTRY Financial® – Financial Security Consultant)

Seating is limited, call today to reserve your spot! 
309-797-5160

Topics will include:
Call for Reservations

309-797-5160
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COUNTRY
CUPBOARD STORE
The

10600 275TH Street, Donahue, Iowa 52746
Always Open • Self Service • TourMyFarm.com

From Our Kitchen:
 We offer fresh baked bread, dinner rolls, muffins, bars and cookies, 
our famous Cinnamon Ridge cinnamon rolls and all occasion cakes.

We Sell: Farm Raised Beef & Pork 
• Cheese (block & curd)…made on our farm! 

• Free Range Brown Eggs • Handmade Milk Soap
 Try our Cinnamon Ridge bacon…we offer it in Hickory Smoked, thin and thick cut, 

and peppercorn flavored.


